January 2
Read and Reread!

Reading: Psalm 119:161-176
"I will delight in Your precepts; I will not forget Your Word" (Psa 119:16)

There are several Bible reading calendars which will take us through the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation in one or two or three years. Such a planner is given in this book
on pages 13 to 16. Choose a plan that suits you and be regular to read the daily portion.
Early hours of the day are the best because your mind will be fresh enough to absorb a
lot. This is just reading. Close meditation can be on a few verses from the daily portion or
from elsewhere. When you read through the Bible again and again, comparing Scripture
with Scripture becomes easy. Thomas Watson has interestingly said, "Nothing can cut the
diamond but the diamond; nothing can interpret Scripture but Scripture!" There are two
outstanding benefits of this method of studying the Bible. One, very difficult passages
suddenly become clear when other passages throw light on them. Second, we can be
saved from wrong interpretation leading to false doctrines. False doctrines, like false
witnesses, agree not among themselves!

The unnamed Ethiopian government official had the habit of reading through the
Scripture even if he didn't understand it. He had picked up the Book of Isaiah for his
recent trip to Jerusalem. See how a brief exposition by Evangelist Philip could bring him
to a consummate understanding of Gospel truth! (Acts 8:26-40). Keep a fine ballpen or
pencil, whenever you open the Bible, to underline words, phrases and sentences which
have a special appeal to you. Because the Bible paper is thin, don't use poor quality
ballpens which bleed and smudge. Leave a question mark on the margin against a verse
or passage you don't understand. You will have the joy of striking out some of them in
your next reading! Questions will disappear one by one in subsequent readings. God
reveals His truths to us in stages according to our level of understanding and maturity.
Once Jesus told His disciples, "Oh, there is so much more I want to tell you, but you can't
bear it now!" (Jn 16:12). Growth in Biblical understanding will be in proportion to our
response to the illumination of the Holy Spirit (v 13). On another occasion Jesus said,
"You don't understand now why I am doing it; someday you will" (Jn 13:7). Keep a
notebook exclusively for jotting down points which make your heart glow. Laziness will
prevent you to do this, and the loss will be heavy.

Holy Bible, Book divine, Precious treasure, thou art mine;
Mine to tell me whence I came, Mine to teach me what I am!
(John Burton, Sr., 1773-1822)




